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INFORMA TION: | ( 
For the Partners of the Manufa&ory at Leith, for making 
of Wool and Tow Cards. | 


Here being 2 Manufatory erected at. Leith. for making Wool and Tow J., 
BB Cards, which were never formerly madein this Kingdom, they arenow "8 
advanced,to that degree of perfeRion, that they are able to under-ſeli the 


| whole Kingdom, and-under-{f« 1} all imporred new Cards, and tor an evi- 
dence of ir, they are willing to paſs trom.the benefic of their Patenr and AR of 
Parliament, and Proclamation of the P:ivy Council, in ſo far 2s the ſame do 
impoſe additional Duty, upon new imported Cards for many years:yer co ran. .. 
The ſaid ManufaQtory hath been much diſcouraged and pr: judged, by che int- 
porting of old Cards furbiſhed up, and foldas new, to poor ignorant People, tor 
{mall. rates, which yer is a great. Abuſe impoſed upon theſe that buy them. . .. 
The Inconveniency of this unwarrantable Trade, was foreſeen by the-EreRe-s 
of this Sociery, betore they advanced their Stock, and for their Security, -chey 
obtained nor only a_Parenc prohibiting the Importation of old Cards, butan A&t 
of Parliamear relative to their Parent, i» .a»n0 1663; and likewiſe an AR' of Pri- 
vy Council, ix anno 1689, diſcharging the lame. _ _ Dr RE 
| The Importers of the ſaid old Cards, have begun of late to juſtify that Abuſe; 
and have p:efenred an 4& of Parliamener, reſcinding the former .44 ana Procla- 
mation in tavoursof the ManufaQory, which was remitted co the Committee 
jor Fines and Forefeitures, and is now offered eo the Commitee of Trade, and 
long Papers have been Printed and Publ ſhed upon that Subjet, containing a 
number of extrinfick and impertinent ſtories, which were tedious and unprofi- 
table to be reſumed, _ | | Oy 
The Partners ot the Manufattory, do. therefore only repreſent the grounds bath 
of Law and Expegiency, for ſuſtaining their Righr, and incouraging them and 0= 
ther Undertakers, tor advancing of ManuftaQories and. Societies, 2 tk 
. In che firſt place, they contend; thar they are ſecured by rhe Laws of the 
Kingdom, that their Stock and Labour thall nor be loſt and deſtroyed by allow- 
ing this prohibired Trade: Firſt, by an 4 of. Parliament made before the ads 
vancement ot Stock, and by ſeveral 4s of -xchequer and Privy Council there- 
after, and ſuch A&s made partly with regard to the advancemear of the Intereſt 
ot the Kingdom, and partly. with reſpet ro privat Undertakers, they are not 
only publick Laws, bur privat Rights ro fuch as do adyance their Stocks, and 
breed themſelves and others, to the management of a ſpecial Trade upon the 
faith thereof, So that it were a breach of publick faich, to withdraw rhe Privi- 
ledges and Immunities ſogiven, by any. poſterior Law, unleſs ſuch -Priviledges 
did import imminent Dammageand Prejudice ro the Nation, 2, Whereas the 
Papers tormerly publiſhed, do bear; .that the 4 of Parliament is only temporary 
tor 19 years now expyred,. and that the As of Privy Council and Exchequer are - 
no Laws, Ir is Anſwered, r, The A&of Parliament conſiſts of two parts, one 
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temporary, and another perpetual, the Eh doth impoſe an additional Duty on 
new.Cards, thereby allowed to be imported, and thisis temporary, for ſuch a time. 
- 25 was hoped to be ſufficient, to bring the ManufaQory to that perfeQion, that 
they might ſell as cheap as any new Cards could be imported: And therefore, the 
Parliament did exact Security from the Undertakers, that ducing thath ſpace, | 
they ſhould furniſh the Countrey.at comperent rates, buc the other Part prohi. 
biting the Importation of old Cards is perpetual, becauſe the Act did confi fer 
thar to .be an Abuſe, impoſed upon ignoranr.People: 4nd notwithſtanding of al 
theſe Inconragementrs, rhe Undertakers loſt their Stock three ſeveral times, and 
as oft obliged to make up their Stock of new, '* _ © © 1 LH 

2. The Ads of Exechequer and Privy Council in this ſubjeQ, are to be re. i 
garded. as Laws, becauſe the qo Ac 1Par{;11663,.confidering,:thatmany things 
might occur, which would be-neceffary:tor. r2e advancement.of -Manufacories, | 
die therefore impower the Exchequer or:Prjivy Council; ro: make ſuch Order, | 
and grantfuch other Priviledpes and Libercies;: as:they ſhould think. juſt 5 fo char | 
in that matter, the Privy Councils-A&;:-hacth the Commiſſion and. Authority of 
the Parliament - 4nd therefore the Partners are: humbly confidentthar the: Par- 
liament will not find it juſt or reaſonable ro:deprive them of ther benefir of theſe 
Laws, and of A&s2nd; Proclamations conform ro Laws which chey look :upon to. 
be cheir privat Righe, 5. . 9 

The next point to be conſidered, is: the expediency.of the thing, . 4nd 1, Mi. 
ny. of our Laws-do- fullyexpreſs the Adyantage and. Intereft of: the Kingdom, by 
Tacouraging-of ManufaRories ; for thereby not 'only 'our Money is kept in the 
Country, and the-natural - Product :confumed, but likewiſe: many perſons whio 
would be idle Vagabonds, and burthenſome to their native.Country, are imploy- 
ed and become uſeful and profitable. to it ; and by the quality of their Parenr, 
and an expreſs-Oblizment upon the Undertakers, they were bound to breed up 
Scots Boysat the-Trade, whereof they have bred a great many, and particularly 
the preſent Maſter, was an Zpprentice in the ſaid Work, | 

2,. This Manufaciory doth conſume conftderably of our Native Produce ;: and 
albeicthe Materials uſed in it be of very ſmall Yalue, in ballance with che Labour 
and Induſtry of the Workmen who make the Cards, yet 500 16, Sterling will 
not furaiſh the Calf. Skins imployed in the Work, nor 200 /zb. Sterling pay the 
Expenfe of Wrights in preparing: Timberfor Cards, belides Seryants Wages, 
' 3, This Manufactory is advanced to ſuch a Perfection, that rhey are nor only 
able to provide the Country, -as well,::and:at as eafte Rates, as any can be had 
from Abroad, but likewifeco export with Profit ; and there being but two Ma-. 
nufactories inthe: Kingdom ithar can: uſe ſuch Cards, viz, the Cloarh-Manufa- 
ctory at New-Milns, and the Manufactory in the:'Cannorgate for making of Hats, 
both of theſe do fatisty themfelves with the Cards made at Zezth, whereot chey 
have-uſed a:greatquantity, and haye-emicred ample Declarations that chey have 
found the ſame.as-good and fufficiear ſor carrying on their Work, as theſe they 
got-from Enzlend,or elſe where ; and that vid: furbiſhed Cards are not uſeful for 
chem, nor will-the Maſters ofthe Work allow of them, being meer Cheats, trim- 
med up, aiter they are uſcleſs for Manufactories, and not ſerviceable to the Buyer g 
and. the-fame Cards being generally- uſed in the Conntry, all the ſubſtantious 
Merchants -in the Bow,who.ſell chem, have emitted the like Declaration, which 
doth{ſufficieatly evince the Perfection to-which the Work is improyen, to the 
farisfacrion of all with whom the Partners have dealing. 


Is reſpel# whereof, "2 ne h | ; 
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By theſe Particulars, it is moſ} evident and plain, that the faid ManufaQtory 
3s profitable to the Kingdom, and doth not exclude, any other from 
ſharing with them in the Benefit 5 and if that one Trick of importing 
old furbiſhed Cards, were authorized, the Nation would be deprived of all 
that Benefite, and the Workmenimployed, become wholly deſtitute and miſe- 
cable, and the Partners Stock, which belongs to Orphans, would inevitably be 
loft z for theſe old furbiſhed Cards, being uſed in ManufaQories abroad, till 
they are uſeleſsthere, they are bought at very inconfiderable Rates, and fo be- 
ing imported here, and appearing of ſome Value tothe view, the Importers are 
able toundersfell, and the preſent advantage prevails moſt with the Poor, who 
who only uſe that ManufaQory: By which means, theſe that are made in the | 
Kingdom cannot be vended,. andin a ſhort while the Society muſt be diſſolved, {- 
and the Nation ferved both with old and new from abroad z and whatever Fa- 
vour or Connivance hath been granted to Importers, who are able tounder-ſell > 
 ManufaRories, and provide the Nation with fufficient Ware: Yet it wereagainſt E 
all Reaſon,to encourage Importers of old inſufficient uſed Work, which is alto- 3 
gether inconſiftent with, and deſtruQive to ManufaQories within the Kingdo! ! 
becauſe it can never be ſuppoſed that they can ſell new and ſufficient Work at 
the Rate that old Furbiſhed Cards, rendered uſele6 by Manufatories abroad can 
be Imporred : But the Partners have done, and are willing todo, all that could 
have been projeted, viz, They are able to under. ſell any new Cards that can be 
Imported, and they are willing to dreſs up and Furbiſh any of their own Work, 
when it hath beenuſed; at very reaſonable Rates. | | | 
The Partners do therefore conclude, that ſeing they have not only advanced 
their Stock upon the Publick Faith of Laws, and ſeveral Adts of Exchequer and 
Privy Council, whoare ſpecially Authorized to grant Priviledges to the EreQors 
of ManufaRories, but likeways they have advanced the Work to that perfeQion, 
that they are able to under-ſell any imported new Cards, which they have attain- 
cd by the loſs of three ſeveral Stocks, and by long Dilgenee, ard great Appli- 
cation - In theſe Circumſtances they can never be affraid, that the Wiſdom 
and Juftice of the High Court of Parliament, will ſufferthe Rights and Privi. 7 
ledges provided to them by the forcſaids Laws to be diminiſhed or infringed; q 


to the great Diſcouragement of all, who might undertake the like publick 
Work. 
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And as to the paſſing of the Importers of old Cards for five or fix Dollars, 
aſter a Summons given them 3 or that the Boys of the Manvufactory are bound 
longer than otherTrades-Boys, is fo great a Calumny,that it is not worthy of an 
Anſwers 


